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Safety First 
Canceling school is a complicated decision that affects students, staff and families. Our schools provide students with a 
safe and stable place to learn. Some students rely on the school district for breakfast and lunch. Canceling school may 
cause some families hardships related to finding childcare. Canceling school is an exception and we do everything 
possible to keep schools open. 

The primary criteria we consider when making a decision include:  

 The safety and well-being of students and staff 

 Severity of the weather (extreme cold, flooding, etc.) 

 Timing of weather (overnight, weekend, etc.) 

 The ability for buses and cars to travel safely 

View the full list of criteria 

We continually monitor the forecast from the National Weather Service and the superintendent confers with numerous 
administrators to make the best decision for students, staff and families. Staff members work throughout the evening 
and early morning each severe weather day to ensure that buses will run at or near schedule and that students will be 
safe. Transportation staff members work closely with bus vendors and Metro Transit to ensure the buses are ready for 
cold weather situations. 

 

Notifying Families 
In the event that school is canceled due to severe weather, MPS makes every attempt to notify families as soon as 
possible. 
  

 Full-day school closure decisions will be made no later than 6 p.m. the day before or 5:30 a.m. the day of if 
conditions have become more hazardous than expected overnight.  

 After-school and evening cancellation decisions affecting after-school activities, early childhood special 
education classes, evening activities and field trips will be made by 11 a.m. the day of.  

 
We notify families via: 

 Text messaging and automated phone calls  

 The MPS website and individual school websites  

 Mass media, including TV and radio 

 Social media (Facebook | Twitter)  
 
Parents can help by making sure their contact information, as well as emergency contact information, is regularly 
updated with their child’s school. 
  

Brr! Be Ready for Winter Weather  
   

http://www.mpls.k12.mn.us/what_criteria_is_used_to_determine_if_school_will_close.html
https://www.facebook.com/minneapolis.schools
https://twitter.com/MPS_News
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Making the Decision 

The chief executive officer makes a recommendation to the superintendent after consulting with the administrative 
team and other stakeholders as needed. The superintendent may consult with the superintendents from other metro 
school districts and the Minnesota Department of Education for additional perspective. The superintendent makes the 
final decision and communicates it to families and staff.  
 
Below are more details about the various options MPS may consider:  
 
Regular School Day – Families should assume that MPS will maintain a regular school day unless otherwise notified. 
 
Cancel After-school Activities – When conditions become severe during the day, MPS may cancel after-school activities. 

 All after-school field trips and after-school student activities and events will be canceled unless specifically 
stated 

 Minneapolis Kids before- and after-school child care will stay open until all children are picked up 

 Athletic events will be canceled unless specifically stated 

 Community Education and Adult Education events and classes will remain open unless specifically stated 

 Adult meetings and programs will remain open unless specifically stated 

 Outside events that have obtained permits to operate within MPS facilities will be determined on a case-by-
case basis 

 
Late Start or Early Dismissal – These options are only used during emergencies because they have significant impact on 
transportation and child care. Notification to families will occur as early as possible. 
 
Cancel School –MPS may cancel school based on weather or travel conditions.  

 Cancellation is for all student classes pre-K-12, as well as early childhood programs and Transition Plus 

 All after-school field trips and after-school student activities and events will be canceled unless specifically 
stated 

 All student-based events sponsored by MPS or its schools will be canceled unless specifically stated 

 Minneapolis Kids before- and after-school child care will be canceled 

 Athletic events will be canceled unless specifically stated 

 Community Education and Adult Education events and classes will be canceled 

 Outside events that have obtained permits to operate within MPS facilities will be canceled unless specifically 
stated 

 
Full Closure of MPS Buildings – In extreme conditions or due to large-scale damage, the superintendent may close all 
buildings and cancel all events. 
 
See the next page for more information regarding cancellations due to cold weather and snow.  
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Cancellations Due to Snow and Cold Temperatures 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Temperature (°F)
Calm 40 35 30 25 20 15 10 5 0 -5 -10 -15 -20 -25 -30 -35 -40 -45

5 36 31 25 19 13 7 1 -5 -11 -16 -22 -28 -34 -40 -46 -52 -57 -63

10 34 27 21 15 9 3 -4 -10 -16 -22 -28 -35 -41 -47 -53 -59 -66 -72

15 32 25 19 13 6 0 -7 -13 -19 -26 -32 -39 -45 -51 -58 -64 -71 -77

20 30 24 17 11 4 -2 -9 -15 -22 -29 -35 -42 -48 -55 -61 -68 -74 -81

25 29 23 16 9 3 -4 -11 -17 -24 -31 -37 -44 -51 -58 -64 -71 -78 -84

30 28 22 15 8 1 -5 -12 -19 -26 -33 -39 -46 -53 -60 -67 -73 -80 -87

35 28 21 14 7 0 -7 -14 -21 -27 -34 -41 -48 -55 -62 -69 -76 -82 -89

40 27 20 13 6 -1 -8 -15 -22 -29 -36 -43 -50 -57 -64 -71 -78 -84 -91

45 26 19 12 5 -2 -9 -16 -23 -30 -37 -44 -51 -58 -65 -72 -79 -86 -93

50 26 19 12 4 -3 -10 -17 -24 -31 -38 -45 -52 -60 -67 -74 -81 -88 -95

55 25 18 11 4 -3 -11 -18 -25 -32 -39 -46 -54 -61 -68 -75 -82 -89 -97

60 25 17 10 3 -4 -11 -19 -26 -33 -40 -48 -55 -62 -69 -76 -84 -91 -98

Frostbite Occurs in 15 Minutes or Less

Circumstances could lead to cancellation

School likely canceled

Source: National Weather Service and NOAA Wind Chill Temperature Index
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Wind Chill Chart

Cold Day 
MPS will likely cancel classes if there is a warning and the 
forecast for 6:30 a.m. the following day falls into the red 
zone of the chart below.  
 
A warning is issued when there are imminent or 
occurring widespread wind chill values around -35° or 
colder, with winds of at least 5 to 10 miles per hour. 
 
A watch is issued when there are predicted widespread 
wind chill values around -35° or colder, with winds of at 
least 5 to 10 miles per hour. 

Snow Day 
MPS will cancel classes if road conditions are such that 
travel becomes too hazardous for buses and cars. MPS will 
consider canceling classes if travel delays become so great 
that staff cannot reach the buildings in order to teach 
students or students will be out at bus stops for an 
excessive amount of time. 
 
A warning is issued when snow amounts of 6 inches or 
more in 12 hours, or 8 inches or more in 24 hours, are 
expected. These may or may not be accompanied by wind 
or other conditions. A warning may also be issued if 
conditions will be approaching blizzard criteria, even if 
snowfall amounts are not expected to reach the criteria 
above. 
 
A watch is issued when severe winter storm conditions are 
expected to occur, including heavy snow, significant ice or 
sleet accumulations and any of the above accompanied by 
strong winds that may lead to significant visibility 
reductions. 


