MPS works hard to make every school a great
school. We have compiled examples of skills that
students should know and goals or tasks they should
be able to accomplish by the end of each grade.
These learning targets, which are standards-based,
provide a common understanding of the foundational
skills and knowledge needed for all students to be
prepared to move forward to the next grade and on
to continued learning and academic success.

Positive teacher-to-student and student-to-student
relationships support emotional and social
development and are essential to successful learning.
You can help. When schools work together with
families and the community to support learning,
children will succeed in school and in the future.

Talk with Your Child's Teacher

Academic targets provide a great opportunity for you
to talk with teachers about what your child is learning
in school and how you can support that learning at
home.

Be sure to ask:

About learning targets

Can | see an example of a grade-level academic target?
May | look at some of my child's work related to
this target?

e What kinds of activities and lessons are used in
school to help my child meet or exceed this target?

e What can | do at home to help my child reach the
target?

About your child's progress

In what subjects is my child working at grade level?
What areas of learning need improvement?
Is my child reading at grade level? Can you suggest
some books that my child can read?

e |Is my child's math performance at grade level?
How can | support this at home?

e What do assessments say about my child as a learner?

About ways you can support learning

e Besides report cards, what are other ways | can
keep up-to-date on how my child is doing?

e If my child is not at grade level, what support is
available at school?

e If my child is at grade level, what enrichment is
being offered at school?

* How can | help to improve learning at home?

Useful Links

Fine Arts
http://finearts.mpls.k12.mn.us

Health and Physical Education
http://healthphyed.mpls.k12.mn.us

Information Technology
http://its.mpls.k12.mn.us

Literacy
http://ela.mpls.k12.mn.us/elementary

Mathematics
http://math.mpls.k12.mn.us

Multilingual Learners
http://multilingual.mpls.k12.mn.us

Science
http://science.mpls.k12.mn.us

Social Studies
http://socialstudies.mpls.k12.mn.us

Talent Development and Advanced
Learner Education
http://giftedandtalented.mpls.k12.mn.us

World Languages
http://worldlanguages.mpls.k12.mn.us

More Information

For more information, contact your
child's school or call the MPS Teaching
and Learning Department at
612.668.5300.

MINNEAPOLIS
U (e]e]

' @ ‘9 PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Urban Education. Global Citizens.

Published by the MPS Office of Communications
August 2014 1 612.668.0230 | www.mpls.k12.mn.us

A Parent’s Guide to Second Grade

Building on a Solid Foundation
of Knowledge

FLS

MINNEAPOLIS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Urban Education. Global Citizens.




By the end of the school year, we expect that a second-grade student can:

Learning activities you can do at home:

MATHEMATICS LITERACY

SCIENCE

Select, read and comprehend informational texts,
stories and poems

Determine the central message, lesson or moral of
stories, folktales and fables

Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text
Ask and answer the questions who, what, where,
when, why and how

Combine information from two different parts of a
story or informational text

Use strategies to make sense of unknown words
and what is being read

Read his or her own writing to classmates

Make connections between his or her own life and

what he or she is reading

Use capitalization, punctuation and spelling rules

to produce high—guality final written projects

Participate in grade-appropriate discussions using

supporting evidence from classroom texts

e Write opinion pieces stating his or her opinion and
supply the reasons to supﬁort that opinion

e Strengthen writing skills through revisions and

edits with guidance and support from adults and

peers

The following strategies may be practiced in your family's native language as well as in English.

Share your love of reading
Check out the family resource center website:
www.eduplace.com/parents/resources/hac

e Talk to your child about favorite characters or events
in the books he or she is reading
Help your child find books that match his or her interests
Check out booklists of stories to read in several
languages on the Hennepin County Library website:
www.hclib.org

Find an interesting photograph and encourage your
child to write a story about when and where it was
taken and what might have happened before and after
it was taken

Encourage appropriate responses to conversations and
introductions

Read, write, represent, compare and order numbers
up to 1,000

Add and subtract within 100

Round to the nearest 10 and 100

Solve real-world addition and subtraction problems
involving two-digit numbers

Explain how a math problem is solved, telling what
steps were taken and why

Create and describe a simple number pattern

e |dentify, describe and compare 2-D and 3-D shapes
e Count coins using correct values of pennies, nickels,
dimes and quarters

Use a ruler to measure objects to the nearest inch
and centimeter

Tell time to the nearest quarter-hour

e Choose a number of the day and try to name as many
combinations of numbers that equal it (If 15 is the
number: 143+9+2 = 15, 2+4+6+43=15, etc.)

Ask questions to practice estimation at home (“How
many cans on the shelf?", “How many shoes in the
closet?")

Make careful observations using his or her five senses
Share his or her observations and thinking with
others to support his or her ideas

* Investigate and compare the properties and
behaviors of solids and liquids
e Explain how push and pull forces make an object

e Have a routine of recording the high and low
temperatures and weather each day
e Check the paper for record high and low temperatures

Make a graph to show rainfall or snowfall over a
30-day period
Time and record the melting of ice cubes placed in

e Discuss and record findings of observations move and compare them with the current date different environments (near the heater, on the shelf,
e Pose questions to be resolved e Describe how objects fall on earth etc.)
e Design solutions to problems e Measure, record and describe weather systems
e Identify two states of matter e Describe and sequence the stages of an animal’s
life cycle

e Understand the importance of obeying rules and e Use geographic tools to locate and identify physical Talk about the family structure of power e Create a mini-business

the difference between rights and responsibilities features and landmarks in the U.S. Explore the indigenous nations of Minnesota
e Explain why it is important to vote e Explain how the environment influences humans
)

Describe the importance and purpose of the U.S.
constitution

Defend his or her decision-making process and
distinguish the trade-offs of decisions

Use the text of a story to create a map that
illustrates setting

Locate features on a map or globe

and how humans impact the environment

* Use historical records and artifacts to describe how
people’s lives have changed over time

e Compare and contrast the daily life of Minnesota
native peoples from the past and present

e Explain and appreciate different cultures in the
community

Second-graders experience a broad range of instruction that

supports and enriches academic learning and understanding.

Arts Education is about creating, performing and responding
through visual and performing arts. Second-graders learn to:

e Use elements and principles of visual art to express
ideas and feelings

e Expand musical knowledge while listening, singing
and playing

e Combine a sequence of movements to express ideas
and feelings

Health is developing the skills, knowledge and confidence
to make good choices for personal health. Second-graders
learn to:

e Express emotions and feelings in a positive manner
without hurting themselves or others

e Prevent the spread of germs through food, water,
air and touch

e |dentify the amount of food from each food category
that belongs on MyPlate

* Recognize the dangers of tobacco products

Physical Education is developing the skills, knowledge and
confidence to make good decisions for personal fitness.
Second-graders learn to:

Participate in activities that improve fitness levels
Develop motor skills using a variety of activities

Use appropriate warm-up and cool-down activities
Locate their own heartbeat

Recognize the relationship between physical fitness,
nutrition and wellness

*World Languages is learning to communicate in another
language and appreciate other cultures. Using the target
language, second-graders learn to:

Give and follow directions for classroom activities
Participate in age-appropriate cultural activities (songs, stories)
Recognize and imitate familiar words

Ask and respond to simple questions about familiar topics

Instructional Media and Technology is helping students learn to:

Select apﬁropriate books, check them out and care for them
Examine how pictures, charts and graphs tell a story or relate facts
Understand how to find and communicate information in
different ways

Use appropriate computer applications for specific tasks

*Not all sites offer world language immersion



