
 

2013 MCA Talking Points 

• On Tuesday, August 27, the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) will release 
scores for the 2013 Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA). 

• It is important to note that this year’s results reflect two important changes that 
occurred in test administration policy: 

o Last year, students who took the MCA III math test were given the option 
to take the test three times and use the best score. This decision was 
made before by the previous administration. However, our flexibility waiver 
allows the state to now use student growth in school performance ratings. 
This means MDE was required to return to the previous system where 
students only have one opportunity to take the test.  

o Also, last year was the first time students took the MCA III reading test. 
This test is aligned to more challenging career- and college-readiness 
standards. These new assessments will provide us with a better indicator 
of your child’s progress in meeting high expectations designed to help 
them succeed in college and career. 

• It is also important to note that last spring MDE began working with a third-party to 
conduct thorough analyses of the 2013 online assessments to fully understand the 
potential impact testing interruptions that occurred on April 16 and April 23. 

• The report found no evidence of widespread or consistently negative impact on test 
scores. 

• We know that this does not mitigate the difficult experience that some students 
experienced throughout Minnesota because of the technical difficulties in 
administering online tests.  

• It is because of our district superintendent’s leadership and the extraordinary 
dedication and hard work of students, teachers, parents and administrators that the 
impact of these disruptions was minimized. 

• MDE will continue to work with our testing vendor, American Institutes for Research 
(AIR), to ensure we are fully prepared for future online assessments in Minnesota 
and take all preventative measures to make sure this does not happen again. 



• In looking at the 2013 MCA results, we are encouraged by the continued growth 
made by all of our subgroups on the grade 11 math tests, while the overall scores 
highlight the important work we have left to do to ensure every child is prepared for 
career and college. 

• In looking at grade 11 math test scores, we saw anywhere from a five point gain for 
the state’s Hispanic student’s to a 10 point gain for Asian/Pacific Islander students. 
Both American Indian and Black students saw nine point gains. 

• Additionally, this year Governor Dayton and the Legislature worked together to enact 
meaningful testing reform, eliminating the math and reading GRAD test 
requirements and replacing them with test that will more accurately measure student 
progress toward meeting high expectations. An exit exam such as the GRAD 
unjustly prevents many students from receiving their diplomas based on a single test 
score even though they have met all other state requirements. 

• In fact, without that reform, more than 20,000 students could have been denied a 
diploma, seriously limiting their options for a career after high school. 

• We believe the small decline in MCA III math scores is partially due to the change 
from students being allowed to take the test three times, to only once.  

• The decision to return to a single administration was required in order to better 
gauge how our students are performing, and to appropriately measure their growth. 

• It is still important to note that scores for students taking the MCA II math test are up 
from the first administration in 2011 when students were also given only one 
opportunity to take the test.  

• We believe math scores are trending upward and hope to see more growth next 
year. 

• Assessing our student’s college and career readiness is critical for ensuring a 
student’s opportunity for success post high school. The new reading test, which was 
administered for the first time in 2013, is much more challenging than the previous 
exam and will help us better prepare kids for the future. 

• Anytime a new test based on new standards is given, a drop in scores is to be 
expected, but if we want our students to compete in a global economy we must 
continue holding them to higher standards. 

• As teachers and students become more familiar with the new standards, and as 
teachers better align their curriculum to teach the standards, we know we will see 
growth in the test scores, as evidenced in the past when a new test is introduced. 



• At the same time, we must remember that these results are just one piece of the 
overall picture of how a student and school are doing. The best information comes 
from looking at multiple measures of individual student performance, especially 
when making decisions about student’s educational plans and coursework.  

• For example, this year’s ACT scores—a test that is meant to directly measure 
college and career readiness—showed Minnesota student’s to be the highest 
performers in the nation for the eighth year in a row.  

• Our work is not done. This year’s results highlight the important work we have left to 
do to meet the needs of every single child; but we should stand proud of our 
students success, use the data to identify areas of challenge and then do the hard 
work it takes every day—not just on testing day—to ensure every child is successful. 
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